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pronunciation is one of the few subjects in which I
can claim to be an expert: I have been made to
change my pronunciation no less than seven times,
and I can truthfully say that no one of these methods
has seemed better than another so far as the apprecia-
tion of the language is concerned.

And here I feel that I must give myself the
pleasure of denouncing the absurd imposture, be-
gotten of Pedantry on Pretence, which passes under
the name of " the new pronunciation." If anything
could shake my belief in the collective wisdom of
Head Masters, it would be the fact that they first
invented, and now perpetuate, this monstrous imposi-
tion. The only possible excuse is that a band of
weary men, after a strenuous term, are unfit for
consecutive thought.

The arguments by which it is supported are so
fantastic as merely to require stating: the only one
which is respectable is that it more closely resembles
that used by the writers themselves. This is no
doubt true, though the resemblance is probably not
close enough to secure the comprehension of an
ancient Roman. It is admitted that we are unlikely
to have the chance of trying that experiment, and we
are therefore told, in the second place, that we cannot
hope rightly to appreciate an author unless we read
him with die same vowel sounds which he used
himself.

Here the argument passes from the realm of
theory into that of fact, and the facts are utterly